Principals Report- Whanau Hui 7th August, 2019.
Tēnā tātou.
Ka tika e mihi ana ki a Kingi Tuheitia, me te whare kahui ariki.
Ka tika hoki e rere nga mihi aroha ki a Matua Ray. Moe mai e te rangatira.
Kaumatua Ray Gage
Aue taukuri e! Kua hinga te kaitiaki o Te Ao Hurihuri! o Te Kohinga Mārama! Kua katohia te hā
ora i tō tātou rangatira, a Lawrence (Ray) Gage.
It is with great sadness that we farewell our kaumatua Matua Ray Gage. Ray has been involved
with Knighton for many years as a parent, chairperson of te rōpu whānau tautoko, integral in
the establishment of Te Hihiri, Knighton's association with the University of Waikato, BOT
member and kaumatua of our school.
Matua Ray would often be supported by Te Hihiri at Te Kohinga Marama Marae with powhiri,
teaching the values of manaakitanga and role modelling the tikanga of the marae in the
process. Our love and support is with Pat and the whānau at this sad time.
Nō reira e te rangatira, e te hoa, haere haere haere atu rā.
Funding Review- we need your support
We are seeking a review of the funding that the school receives to support our children and
teachers. The Ministry of Education requires that our families complete a short survey. This
survey asks about the number of children in the home, the occupation of parents and
whether families receive benefits. The returned forms are confidential and anonymous.
We need your support in having these forms completed by as many families as possible.
Knighton Way Graphic and next steps
The Knighton Way graphic has now been shared with all teachers and children. We are
organising this to be displayed in two locations around the school also.

School signage
We would love some whanau support and feedback in considering refreshing signage in
Māori throughout the school.

Te Hihiri Refurbishment
Koka Materoa, Pita and I revisited Matamata Primary today having previously visited with
Whitney and others last year. We were excited to see learning areas of a high quality and a
withdrawal kitchen space that matches our needs. It is important to note that the
Matatmata classes were in an awful state before the refurbishment.

Thank you- Hillcrest Playground
Thank you to Tracey and Sonny for their support in running a BBQ as a fundraiser for Te
Hihiri as part of the opening of the new playground in Hillcrest.
Whole School Hui Feedback
Māori Hui Summary- what is success for our children?
What does success for your child look like?
-Being a confident in learning and one's culture.
-Excited to learn.
-What they are challenged in their learning.
-Confidence.
-Ability to articulate their ideas
-Self awareness
-Cultural awareness
-To feel comfortable and safe as Māori.
-Opportunity.
-To live in a Māori and Pakeha world.
-To interact with the world.
-Pride in themselves.
-Tikanga and Te Reo
-That my children see themselves reflected in the curriculum, and their culture is valued.
-Respect
-Engaged

-Whakawhanaungatanga
-Maiatanga
What does KNS do well?
-Celebrates all cultures.
-Strong sense of belonging.
-Being open to children’s individual needs.
-Focussing on what our children are doing well.
-Supportive and open communication.
-Incorporating Māori kaupapa into daily learning.
-Schools Values and the Knighton Way.
-Opportunity for whanau voice.
-Whanau feel welcome at school.
-Inclusion and acceptance.
-Mainstream kapa haka.
-Positive role models.
What does KNS need to work on?
-Focus on NZ History.
-Te Reo Māori being taught in mainstream classes.
-Allowing bilingual class despite not going to kohanga.
-How can parents help the school?
-Normalise ‘success as Māori’ in the mainstream classes.
-More PD around Māori world view.
What is the best way to communicate with you
-Face to face meetings.
-Email.
-Newsletters
-Facebook and website.
-See-saw / dojo
Any other comments
-Including learning from all iwi around the country, not just local.
-Very happy with the progress and development of my child.
-Extension of Te Hihiri.
Stuart Armistead

