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Kia ora parents, caregivers, whānau,

Nau mai, hoki mai ki te Rūma 29! Welcome to those of you who are
new to our whānau and welcome back to those we already know.
2022 promises to be a year full of fun, learning and exciting new
experiences for our tamariki, as we enjoy our time together at kura.

The Knighton Way Focus for Term 1: Mahi Tahi / Getting Along
This term at Knighton we focus on Mahi Tahi, as we get to know
each other in our new classes and around the school. We work on
understanding and putting into action:
★ Accepting others
★ Valuing cultures
★ Co-operation
★ Playing by the rules
★ Thinking first

A big part of this is working together to create Te Tiriti o Akomanga 29 (the R29 class
treaty), which will help guide our actions over the year so that our classroom is an
enjoyable and supportive place to be.

Seesaw
We will be using Seesaw to share our learning and to keep you up-to-date with what is
happening in class and in our school community. For those of you not yet connected, look
out for an email from me and the handout that has been sent out to explain how to log on.
It really is a great way to see what your child is up to, and I can assure you it is an easy
application to use. Feel free to get in touch if you need any help with this.

Online Kindo shop
To avoid o�ce queues, and to ensure your payments are accounted for correctly, we
encourage you to pay school costs online through our Kindo shop. If you do not already
have a Kindo account, go to www.mykindo.co.nz or via the link on our school website. There
are no fees for Kindo payments unless you choose to use a credit card. Using a Kindo

http://www.kns.ac.nz
https://ezlunch.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06240eebfd36dec7bd46c5100&id=1a2d651d2d&e=7380f534d1


account is the most e�cient way to pay - and you don't need to send any paper forms
back to school, so nothing gets lost in school bags. Our great o�ce sta� are happy to help
you if you have any questions or need any assistance setting this up.

Library and Swimming Days
Swimming - Wednesday and Friday
Library - Thursday

PROGRAMME INFORMATION

Dramatic Inquiry
Dramatic inquiry is a way of learning and teaching that we are using across our kura. We
combine inquiry, drama and the arts with our imagination while learning about real and
meaningful concepts and ideas. By doing this, students are able to make stronger
connections between what they are learning in the classroom and real-life experiences and
events. It also creates opportunities for us to see things from a range of perspectives. This
term we will be using drama in a range of situations, including picture books and in our work
around the Knighton Values and the Knighton Way.

Literacy
Developing a love of books and enjoying opportunities to write are our main literacy goals
this term. We will learn to read to ourselves without distraction, understand and enjoy the
message, ask questions and find good-fit books that we love to read, talk about and share.
By considering our feelings, experiences and having the chance to imagine ourselves in
other people’s shoes, we will have many chances to write in a way that ensures we feel
successful and inspired to continue growing as authors.

Mathematics
This term, we are working in our class in a range of group situations to meet each student’s
needs. This term we will be focusing on our basic facts, telling the time and fractions.

Karakia - a daily practice
This term we are learning a karakia tīmatanga - the perfect way to start our day. Each child
will learn the karakia o� by heart, in both te reo Māori and English, so do ask them to share
it with you. It has a really strong message that will come to really mean something to us in
Rūma 29.

Breath and Gratitude
The benefits of incorporating this amazing duo into our lives are supported
by large amounts of research. Breath and gratitude are shown to increase
both adults and children’s health, happiness and their ability to cope with
life’s ups and downs. Each day we consider the things we are grateful for



and spend time using our breath to refocus and calm our minds. Please take the time to ask
your child about these. Perhaps you might even like to start your own gratitude notebook
and a little yoga at home!

Te Ao Māori
With the first half hour of each day focused on te reo Māori,
we are focusing on greetings, asking and responding to
questions about how we are feeling , ngā rā o te wiki (days of the week) and ngā tau
(numbers).
We will also be looking into Te Tiriti o Waitangi - how it came to be and its role in Aotearoa.

Reminder: School Rules
The students are aware of a few standard school rules that parents might not be familiar
with. At the beginning of each year we remind the students of the following:

● Knighton school hats are the only hats to be worn at school. No personal hats or
caps should be coming to school.

● All toys are to remain at home, this includes collectable card series. The school is
not responsible for any personal items that are brought to school and do not come
home.

● In the interest of promoting healthy eating, no fizzy drinks, energy drinks or sugary
drinks are to be consumed at school. Water is the best way to keep us hydrated.
Students are encouraged to bring a water bottle to school, and we also have a
drink fountain in class.

● All lollies, bubblegum and chewing gum stay at home.
● If your child rides to school, they must walk their wheels into and out of the school

ground (eg. bikes, scooters, skateboards etc). They are kept at the bike stands next
to Rūma 6.

Thank you for helping us to support our school rules and make our kura a safer place to
be.

Breakfast Club Volunteers Needed
Each day our school provides breakfast for those in need, and this service is run by
volunteer parents. We are currently looking for volunteers for 8.30 am-8.55 am. It is a
relatively easy but incredibly important service to our community. If you are able to help
one morning each week please contact Kōkā Materoa or the o�ce for further information.

My Duty Days:
Monday: 2:55 pm - 3:20 pm
Wednesday: 2:55 pm - 3:20 pm

Important to note…



➔ Masks: Please remind your child to bring a mask to school every day and remind
them of the importance of wearing them. Your support here really makes a
di�erence. We include plenty of opportunities to get outdoors to ensure students
also have time to remove these during their school day.

➔ Medication: A reminder that a consent form must be filled in and left at the o�ce
for any medication administered at school. All medication remains in the o�ce for
safekeeping during the day.

➔ Cell phones: We prefer children to leave cell phones at home. If children do bring a
cellphone to school this needs to be handed into the o�ce or to myself until the
end of the day.

➔ Stationery: Our stationery notice has been sent home (let me know if you need
another). If you would like to organise a payment plan please don’t hesitate to
contact the o�ce to work something out - they are more than happy to do this as
we understand this can be a very expensive time of year. We will begin using our
new stationery at the end of Week 3.

It really is going to be a wonderful year for us in Akomanga 29 and I look forward to getting
to know you all.

Ngā mihi i tō āwhina

Deb Forrester Contact details: dforrester@kns.ac.nz


